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IMMEDIATELY

INDIAN TRAINING PROGRAM
ENDS THIS FALL AT UM
MISSOULA-Fall completion of the Indian training program at the University of Montana has
been announced by Dr. James F. Hall, director of the Division of Indian Services on the
Missoula campus.
"Due to the establishment of two Indian training programs--one at Flathead Indian
Reservation north of Missoula and the other at the Fort Lincoln Reservation near Bismarck,
N.D.--we have decided to conclude the University program in Missoula, effective Oct. 18,"
Dr. Hall said.
'MVe do not wish to be competitive with the other two programs,” he continued.

”It

is our belief that the Flathead program and the other near Bismarck will better serve
the Indian and his family because the two programs will provide vocational training m
addition to basic skills.”
The Basic Skill, Pre-Vocational and Family Life Program was launched at the University
of Montana two years ago.

Aoproximately 2DO trainees and their families have obtained

benefits from the program since 1967, Dr. Hall said.
Cessation of the Indian training program at the University of Montana does not mean,
however, that the University will ”de-emphasize Indian education on the Missoula campus
altogether,” Dr. Hall said.
"The University has recently been funded as the grantee agency for an Indian community
action program” Dr. Hall explained.

"This program will involve technical and training

assistance plus h*&d start assistance and services on Indian reservations in the states
of Montana, Wyoming and Idaho.”
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"In addition,1' he continued, "an Indian professorship has been established at the
University of Montana.

Screening is under way on the Missoula campus to hire the Indian

nrofessor, who will teach and provide counseling services for the Indian students on
campus."
Dr. Hall said the University is requesting additional funds through the Office of
Economic Opportunity to provide monetary assistance plus additional services for the
Indian students on campus.
"The need seems to be to develop programs that will allow for greater participation
of the Indian students at the college or university level," Dr. Hall said.

"It is felt

that this is a role that the University of Montana can play in an effective manner."
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